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nun haw fancies which
the daj's work. I wanted

discover the Wiwt Indies for
myself. I was eager to &cc

how my book galhcicd notions of the Car-
ibbean notions that woic mind movies
it seventeenth ceiituiy huccaiRt i s, hurly
buily revolutions and the twentieth cen-

tury banana trad matched the reality.
Ilcsldcs, travel produces n anity of

Its own. Would It not be delightful on
returning home to toss at less favored
friends, "This cocktail Isn't bail ; but my
boy! You should tastu the liacnrdl cock-

tails they fr.ie fur ou at the Cns.i
Oranilu in Santiago." Or, "An amusing
little thing occurred as I was leaving Co-
lombia for Costa Itlca."

I hud tickled 1115 self with such fancies
for ten cars while acquiring Jos at sec-
ond hand by walking in .South street,
wheie many of the fruit oamhips and
West Indies passenger boats dock, or by
reading the tales turned out by the ship
news writers, colorful yarns In which
palms waved nnd the sui ! beat on coral
reefs.

One day in November, when New York
was slush un-
derfoot, nit Irritating wind whirling from
all directions and the mercury standing
at 10 something 1 watched a big white
fruit ship. III from Jamaica, .South Amer-
ica and l'anama, laud and discharge, her
company of tourists. They hurried Into
South street and It didn't take much

to understand what a Jolly
time they had bad. They were browned
and vigorous and gay. They were bur-
dened with trophies of their tour, parrots
and tiny monkeys and native baskets
tilled with oranges and mangoes and
fruits for which 1 bad no name. They
biought with them a little, at least, of
the of the southern aeas.
Clustered they said fare-
wells to ship friends and there was a
brief clatter of fascinating odds and ends
of their Caribbean travel.

That episode did the business for me.
I brushed aside the difficulties and ob-
stacles that had tied mu to New- - York
for years and two hours later, at dinner,
1 said to my wife:

"Let's sail for tho West Indies next
Saturday."

"I'd love It," she said.
Then she was oppressed by woman's

ancient and everlasting worry,
"What on earth can I wear? This Is

There are only two days
In which to get things together. Can we
spare tho money?"

"Tho tickets for a twenty-liv- e day trip
will cot 128", 140 apiece, and I shall
figure on 1220 to pay all other expenses.
That's more than Columbus hail when he
started."

Jut, my dear," she objected, "Mr,
Columbus didn't take 'Mis. Columbus."

"Never mind, wo shall do It nicely on
f500, tickets, tips, a few
luxuiles and the souvenirs," 1 usuied her.

As It turned out the $ 0 was ample.
"Wo were, economical, although we didn't
pinch and squeeze, and wo saluted the
skyline twenty-liv- e days later with $10
In the family purse, u young and talented
parrot, an armload of trophies and a
mlllldn dollars worth of delightful

The problem of what to wear was sim-
ple enough. Knowing that winter cloth-
ing would bo necessary for two nr three
days going and coming, each of us took
a heavy overcoat and a winter suit, with
ueh accessories as go with December In

New York. My wife got nut her summer
frocks, bought two duck skills to wear
with shlrf waists and completed her
wardrobe with two pairs of canvas
pumps. I packed two summer suits and
added thieu suits of ducks (the coats cut
with military collars to do away with
wearing linen collars when wu reached the
tropics), which were put up quickly and
rery cheaply by a military supply concern
whose name I found at random In the
telephone book. I added two pairs of
White low fhoes, not forgetting the ripe-da-

plenty of linen and my dinner coat.
Weeks later we ourselves

on our ample tupply of shirts and skirts
and shirtwaists and light be-

cause wo found that laundry work on
shipboard 1s uncertain and that through-
out tho West Indies garments are

poorly starched and frequently yel-
lowed. 'But why bother about evening
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clothes? you will say possibly. Why fui
with frills when you go to sea to bi.if?
There comes a time after the novelty i;f
sc.i tr.ixcf has woin away when the hour
before dlnnir Is hard to All. Pressing for
dinner gives you something to do and in
a company of strangers you like to put
your best foot forward. If you have even
a qualm of seasickness you feel that no
man or woman wants to he 111 In evening
dress. It bucks one up, as the English
say. Ilcsldcs the captain likes to Me his
passengers dress for dinner. It adds to
the tone of his ship. It Is apt to make
him a shade more agreeable, moie willing
to tell those stories of the sea which give
rest to travel. Again besides, all women
know that they appear to the best ad
vantage In evening gowns and If oti are
accompanied by Mrs. You Iheie will be
argument about the matter.

There's oceans of fun In getting ready
for n tour. The mere preliminaries are
fascinating. Scanning the steamship
folders iiuil schedules, speculating on your
possible travelling companions, locating
jour stut' room are pleasant occupations.
You nrinio with your wife iilxmt the new
camera nnd who will take the plcttirts;
about how many rolls of til in shall be
taken. Later you II ml that our ".1A"
box of a standard make is an amusing
mill useful companion nnd that wherever
you go Jamaica, l'anama. South and
Central America tho dealers carry the
"3A" films. Thu greenest amateur, with
any sort of Judgment, may accumulate
pictures that will rail up cars biter a
wealth of pleasant mcmoiles.

Sailing day came and found us pre.
pared despite my wife's forebodings.
Edging through the tumult and confusion
on the pier, enjoying the excitement and
uproar that attend the departure of a
steamship, wu found our stateroom on the
starboard side, saw our trunks nnd suit
cases safely deposited and agreed that It
wus a comfortable one room apartment.

There arc not many things that ap-
proach tho Joy one feels when, fno of
work and worry for n few weeks, one.

El "Prada"
looks over tho after rail, sees the sklino
fade Into the horizon and feels the swell
of the Atlantic as the ship drops her
pilot and says good by to the Hook, If
you are 11 sick man you art) 011 the road
to recovery then mid there. If you lira
well enough bodily there Is a positive nnd
palpable lightening mentally.

Wc went to dinner with that curiosity
all people feel when nliout to observe for
the first time a company they must have
for close neighbors for weeks to come.
The chief steward placed us at the cap-
tain's table hi the centre of tho dining
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saloon. On my right vat it young tier-ma-

tho manager of 11 business In Chile,
a stiff, precise young man with mustache
end upttltcd anil face marked with
duelling scars. His stiffness was of the
backbone nnd military training, for ho
proved to be a charming companion. Next
to my wife wan the English manager of a
Colombian railway with Ida wife. There
was also the American of
a division of the Panama Canal. His
sister from Virginia, waa going to the
zone, Ilesldes these there wero Austrian
and English commercial travellers, an

I
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Italian count, u captain In the United
States army nnd people from most corner
of tho world.

Tim captain, relieved from duty, took
his place at the head of the table and
attempted the difficult business of steer-
ing the table talk and getting his pas-eug- er

to rub elbows conversationally.
Most people are stiff and constrained at
the outi-o- t of a Journey, appraising very
often hi onuly people with whom they
foi m pleasant Intimacies later. The cap-
tain was the very huh around whom or
which tho conversation revolved. Enj- -
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llshmau, tieriuau. canal engineer, our-
selves, talked at htm rather than with
each other, but with the diplomacy and
discretion with which captains must be
equipped, he managed to crack the Ice
even If It was not entirely broken. There
were occasional spurts of really human
conveisatton nnd the iievt few meals
found most of us mutually responsive.

When the bars weie once down there
were many days In thu saloon. In tho
smoking room (where tho women folic i

were welcome) and on deck of agreeable
companionship. Over shuffleboard and
cards stories were told of adventure and
ambition In many countries. Tho Ger-
man described life In Chile, the English-
man told stories of railroading In Colom-
bia The American engineer told us more
about canal building than could have been
gleaned from all the books, and the glil
from Virginia thiummcd a guitar ami
sang from an Inexhaustible repertory.
These people had lived lives out of the
ut nnd It was good for a matter of fact

New Yorker to get their points of view.
There was a company of Latin Ameri-

cans on board, persons of distinction In
their own countries. They were obviously
well to do. The women displayed laces
and Jewels that caused our American
girls to glance at one another. Thee
folk kept to themselves and avoided as
much as possible contact with the other
passengers. Even at dances, which were .I
held on the boat deck when wo came to
warm airs, they remained aloof, always
excessively polite but discouraging ad-
vances. In the company was a charming
little girl of fi or 7, tho granddaughter
of Zelaya, the exiled Dictator of Nicara-
gua, wo were told. When the child danced
with the Americans her ponplo applauded,
but such Incidents did not bring the races
closer together The captain and the
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Kuglishinau had an explanation for the
leserve of the Latin Americans.

"The truth of the matter Is," said the
Ihigll'hman. "that at bottom they do nut
like us cud no amount of sug.uy talk Is
likely to change that situation. One rea-
son is that there Is too much condescen-
sion on the part of the Anglo-Saxo- n when
he aoes among the people."

With the amusements of steamer travel,
shutllebo ud, rtnokliiJ loom parties over

xcelletit Uorni.ui beer, pools on thu day's
run, concerts, dances, discussions of the
fragmetitaiy news by wlielcss and a little
leading, thu das passed rapidly. On the
thlid day from New Yoik the captain ap-
peared In white uniform. That was the
cue for the passenuers, so wo brought out
our duck suits and Panamas and felt that
wu were really In Southern waters. The
air was. more than mild and the ocean
was as smooth and blue as a tloor of
ameth.tsts.

"There I Watllng's Island," said the
captain some hours later, pointing over
the starboard rail to a distant stretch of
sand and surf and a few patm.

"Watllng's?" said the girl from Vir-
ginia.

"i 'Id San Salvador, where Columbus
first l inded." explained the captain.

"Isn't that rather moan to take away
tho name Columbus gave It?" said Miss
Virginia.

Tho next morning we were up early, at
A. M told by tho stewards that Tor-tun- o

lland was In slsht. We hastened
on deck In pajamas and drelng gown
and saw from the port rail the wreck of
a small steamship that had hung herself
on Illrd Rock. The surf was thundering
over her stein and wo could see the hulk
quiver under tho pounding. Ill luck had
sweived tho boat a few fathoms from her
course In deep water nnd had hooked her
on a coral rocf. The lino of demarcation
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between the blue deep watir ami 'i
green water over thu leef was inj:i I

sharply.
our ship moved slowly past the r K

and anchored half an hour later olT
tune Island. A little schooner came out
from the Island and tacked toward us.
She came as close as safety perm. tied
and sent to us In small boats tti.ity
negroes who wore to handle frefjtit and
bananas for the next three weeks The
deckhands brought their baggage and
under the bullying of a mulatto bos li.

was diessed In a cast off uniform ilia'
had belonged to a third officer scrambled
up the side.

A small boat touched the accointuoda
tlon ladder and a negro, accompanied b
a yellow woman, hurried up the idder
and dlsappeaied toward tho second cabin
Tho man was f lightened, that was ptaln

minutes later a big motor litchugged to the compaulonway and dls
chaiged two men that could be mul;ed
as policemen anywheie. They wore in
white di ill and helmets and they looked
us If they had missed considerable sleep
They held a brief confentice with the
captain and ptosently the negio mm and
woman were brought on deck, tho man
cringing, the woman defiant and Holy
They were put 111 tho motor boat T'.
pollccni'ti saluted and the boat darted t

waid the Island. We weio told that t'
negio had lobbed and set liio to a hous.
In Nassau and hid escaped to Fottu'-Island- ,

where thu Uritlsh constables I i I

traced him.
"Thnso fellows would have covered the

wholu Ci tlbbean before giving up the
hunt," said the captain, nodding ton i l

the constables In the fast dlsappoa i
motor boat.

All that day while tho sh'p p -- I

little sandy cays whole lighthouses sir
In red and white like enormous stiuvs .f
candy caught the eye. wo talked about t ie
wreck and the refugees. Such things ma (

exciting topics In the nanow life of
ship.

Next morning wo wero off Motro dat thu entrance to the bottle necked ha b
of Santiago. As our ship tuned '
the slim entiance, the tlist otllcer p"
out where the Merrlmae had been
by llobson and wo leconstructed for
selves tho naval battle of Santiago I

the blockade that pieceded It, Ap
lug tho city, whcio tho sunlight gb
on roofs of blue and vol low and il '

puiser waved a hand toward a K s
height where Itlcliard llard.iig I:
lived when ho wiotu "Soldiers of I'm'

Fruit steameis, battered tramps
bunts anil launches lay all mound u
we anchored oft the city. e pa
quarter each to skim over the bay t
city. Wo walked up tint long na
street that led to the I'hiza. the citla
and the hotels. In Santiago w h i I

first I'Xpotlonco of thu typlu.il Sp
Ameilcau city with Its two foot slib a
Its alleylllie streets. Its open cairlagis
bells Jingling on tho harness ; Its
open to the stieet. Its charactetlstie s 4
and sounds and smells. Wo lunched
the veranda of the Casa Grande on hi
chicken, a salad and .1 bottle of Spa'
wine while we watched the people ei
Ing tho cathedral and observed tin
life In the plaza. Tho proprietor of
Casa (liande, late from .Martins n. v

r.v.o
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